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Knowing before speech is called silent discourse; spoutancous revelation
without clarification is called hidden activity. Saluting m tront of che
cate, walking down the hallway—this lias a reason. Whar abour dancaing
in the garden or wagging the head out the back door?

Guishan asked Yangshan, “Where are you coming from?

Yangshan said, “From the fields.”

Guishan said, “How many pcople are there in the fields?”

Yangshan planted his hoe in the ground, clasped his hands and stood
there. T

Guishan said, “On South Mountain there are a lot of people cutting
thatch.™

Yangshan took up his hoe and went.

Teacher and apprentice join ways, father and son complement each
other's actions: the family style of Gui and Yang is a guide for 4 thousand
ages. '

Guishan asked Yavgshan, “Where are you coming from?” Could
Guishan not have known Yangshan had come frony the felds? He was
just using this question to have a meeting with Yangshan., Yangshan
didn’t turn awayv from the question put to him, simply saving this:
“From the ficlds.” Now tell me, is there any Buddhist principle here or
not? Guishan entered dcgﬁ_l}?_int‘:: the tiger's cave, roing on to ask, "How
many people are there m the fields” Yangshan planted his hoe i the
rround and stood with clasped hands, immediately meetng as a patch-

robe monk.
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BOOK OF SERENITY

Ruansha said, “If 1 had scen him then, 1 would have kicked over the hoe
tor him.” I say, he can’t control his zeal.
Chan Master Touzi Yiging said in verse,

Few really uinderstand the paing of Guishan's questions;
When Yangshan answered him by planting the hoe,
Buddfias and Patriarcis disappeared.

Xuransha, kicking it over, as a bystander dovsn’t agree,

To avord letting the biue yeffaw greeti deepen with spring.

[ sav, when the grass is withered, the hawk’s eve is swilt,
The verse ot Chan Master Ping ot Falun Temple on Nanvue savs;

Meettng on a narrow voad, escape Is impossible;

When planting the hoe, standing with jolded hands,

Having come across thee Bridoe, he walks on tlie shore,

For the first time realizing his whole body is mnaddy and wet.

[ say, not worth looking around in the light of the moen.

The versification of these two old adepts (Touz: and Ping} only have the
thousand-foot cold pine; look again—Tiantong lets out and draws forth
astalagmite, The verse says,

VERSE  The old enlightened one’s feelings are many; he thinks of his descendants,
Now he repents of setting up a household.
Ve must remember the saying about South Mountain—

Engraved on the benes, inscribed on the skin, together requiting the blessing,

COMMENTARY  This verse is like the biography of Maoying in the Book of the Han
Dynasty; ‘real and conventional come up together.” When vou take a
look, Guishan 1s the old enlightened one; Yangshan and his successors
are his descendants, [t vou gointo it, then it's not so.

A monk asked Tiger Cen of Changsha, “Docs the original man artain
buddhahood?” Cen said, “You tell me—daces the emperor of China cut
thatch?” Thus we know that cutting thatch is the business of the minister. #
"But now he repents of scting up a houschold.™ A thousand-vear
shadowless tree, the bottomiess shoe of the present: abiding master of
the maoon over the thousand peaks. robe and bowl, a vallev and clouds.
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All these arc empowered descendants inheriting the family work,

Thus we know thar ‘lord and minister, father and son,” as a teaching
device, was not particularly first established by Dongshan and Caoshan;
farher and son Gui and Yang had already carried out this order. If not for
Guishan thoroughly checking, Yangshan would have jusc recked of
erucl and rice in the gate of shadows ot alight, ahead of an ass but behind
a horse, taking this as his ordinary life

regrettable. Therefore Tiantong instructs, "We must remember the sav-
ing about Scuth Mountam—-ulgrwed on the bones, mscribed on the
skin, together requitingthe blessing.”

Fadeng said, “The old peasants return with bundles of firewood, urging
their wives to spin through the night. See how busy thev are at home;
but tell me, by whom are they empowered? When you ask them. they
don’t know, and suddenly give risc to doubt and confusion. Ah, how
many people past or present know the virtue of gratitude?” How 1s 1t
after they know of it? Cutting off an arm without fecling pain, standing
in the snow without getting weary. That is why since I've grown old |
have lived here int this Temple of Requiting Blessings.

Where are you coming from?—1It's not that he docsn’t know where he's
coming from.

From the fields—Why have you fallen in the weeds?

How many people are there in the fields?—just two, father and son.
Yangshan planted his hoe in the ground and stoed there with clasped
hands—His letting go 1s a bit precipitous.

On South Mountain there are a lot of people cutting thatch-—E e beats
the grass to roust the snakes.

Yangshan took up his hoe and went—! Iis gathermg back 1s too tast.

The old enlightenied one’s feelings are many; he thinks of his descerndants—
Too doung.

Now he repents of setting vp a household—or thirty vears there’s been no
lack of salt and vinegar.

We must remember the saying abont South Mountain—Noble puoplc., forges
much.

Engmved ont the bones, inscribed on the skin, together requiting blessing—The
bitter teeling is not given up.
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